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Important notice 

Purpose  

AEMO has prepared this document to provide information about the RCM 3.2 (build 3.2.401) release as at the date of publication.  

Disclaimer 

This document or the information in it may be subsequently updated or amended. This document does not constitute legal or business 

advice, and should not be relied on as a substitute for obtaining detailed advice about the Wholesale Electricity Market Rules or any 

other applicable laws, procedures or policies. AEMO has made every effort to ensure the quality of the information in this document 

but cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness. 

Accordingly, to the maximum extent permitted by law, AEMO and its officers, employees and consultants involved in the preparation 

of this document: 

• make no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the currency, accuracy, reliability or completeness of the information 

in this document; and 

• are not liable (whether by reason of negligence or otherwise) for any statements or representations in this document, or any 

omissions from it, or for any use or reliance on the information in it. 

Copyright 

© 2023 Australian Energy Market Operator Limited. The material in this publication may be used in accordance with the copyright 

permissions on AEMO’s website. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

The Reserve Capacity Mechanism (RCM) Review Rules introduced a new Flexible Capacity product from the 2025 Reserve 

Capacity Cycle. AEMO has implemented the WEM Rules related to the certification of Flexible Capacity in the WEM System. 

These release notes for the RCM Portal 3.2 (build 3.2.401) cover the changes to the Certified Reserve Capacity (CRC) 

Application tab in the RCM Portal and include allowing: 

• Market Participants to apply for Flexible CRC for components of Scheduled Facilities (SF), Semi-Scheduled Facilities (SSF) 

and Demand Side Programmes (DSP).  

• AEMO to assign Flexible CRC.  

These changes are explained in further detail in Section 2. 

1.2 Supporting documentation 

The RCM User Guide has been updated for this release and is available on AEMO’s website1.  

1.3 Version summary 

The change in versions post-deployment of this release is summarised in Table 1. To view the current application version, 

navigate to Help > About in the Market Participant Interface (MPI). 

Table 1 Version summary 

Application Current version New version 

RCM Operations 3.1 (build 3.1-177) 3.2 (build 3.2.401) 

 

1.4 Terms and abbreviations 

The terms and abbreviations used in this document are outlined in Table 2. 

  

 
1  Available at: https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/wholesale-electricity-market-wem/procedures-policies-and-guides/guides.  

https://aemo.com.au/en/energy-systems/electricity/wholesale-electricity-market-wem/procedures-policies-and-guides/guides
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Table 2 Terms and abbreviations 

Abbreviation Expanded name 

AEMO Australian Energy Market Operator 

CRC Certified Reserve Capacity 

DSP Demand Side Programme 

SF Scheduled Facility 

SSF Semi-Scheduled Facility 

RCM Reserve Capacity Mechanism 
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2 RCM Portal changes 

2.1 Flexible CRC applications  

2.1.1 Apply for Flexible CRC 

From the 2025 Reserve Capacity Cycle, Market Participants will have an opportunity to apply for Flexible CRC in addition to 

Peak CRC for a Scheduled Facility, Semi-Scheduled Facility and Demand Side Programme.  

Within the existing Peak CRC application, Market Participants can select a checkbox under ‘Apply for Flexible CRC’. Selecting 

this checkbox will create the Flexible CRC application and display all relevant fields. For a Scheduled Facility or Semi-

Scheduled Facility, the checkbox will display on the component page for either an Electric Storage Resource, Non-

Intermittent Generating System or Intermittent Generating System. All fields marked with an asterisk are mandatory, 

meaning the information must be provided to successfully submit the CRC application.  

Figure 1 Apply for Flexible CRC checkbox  
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Once a Market Participant has applied for Flexible CRC, the user will be able to view the Flexible Application Status and 

Assigned Flexible CRC fields in the summary section of the CRC application.  

Figure 2 Flexible Capacity information in the summary section of the CRC application  

 

2.1.2 Flexible CRC validations  

In accordance with clause 4.11.1(bG) of the WEM Rules, AEMO must not assign Flexible CRC to a Facility that does not meet 

the minimum eligibility requirements2 set for the relevant Reserve Capacity Cycle. AEMO has implemented automatic 

validations on relevant Flexible CRC fields that check the information provided by the Market Participant against the 

minimum eligibility requirements. If a requirement is not met, an error message will be displayed. Market Participants are 

encouraged to check the minimum eligibility requirements for the 2025 Reserve Capacity Cycle before applying for Flexible 

CRC.  

Figure 3 Error message example for the Flexible CRC minimum eligibility requirement validations   

 

 
2 Available here for the 2025 Reserve Capacity Cycle: https://aemo.com.au/consultations/current-and-closed-consultations/FCMER_2025  

https://aemo.com.au/consultations/current-and-closed-consultations/FCMER_2025
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2.1.3 Other changes 

To reduce the time required in submitting CRC applications, AEMO has introduced auto-copy at the Facility and component 

level for Flexible CRC fields. Most Flexible CRC application fields and supporting documents will now be automatically 

copied from the previous year’s Flexible CRC application. Note this feature will apply from the 2026 Reserve Capacity 

Cycle.   

2.1.4 AEMO changes 

The following changes have been implemented to the AEMO view of the CRC Application tab: 

• New Flexible CRC application fields in line with the Market Participant facing changes.  

• Ability to assess Flexible CRC applications. 

• Ability to assign Flexible CRC.  
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3 Market trial 

AEMO has scheduled a Market Trial period from 12- 25 March 2025.  

Questions and feedback can be directed to the WA Capacity Investment & Assessment team at wa.capacity@aemo.com.au.  

 

mailto:wa.capacity@aemo.com.au

